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which they have never forgotten that they sprang,
which long years of mutual misunderstanding, recrimi-
nation, and suspicion have been unable to subdue.
The people of the United States believe, rightly or
wrongly, that we have inflicted upon them a grievous
wrong, for which, by some means or other, it is in-
cumbent on them if they can to obtain redress ; but
whoever has had an opportunity of observing them at
all must see that it is by a sense of justice, and not
by an impulse of vengeance or hostility, that their
course is steered; and 'that if this dispute could be
settled by arbitration, they would, though the decision
of the arbitrator should be in our favour, welcome it
with satisfaction as that which would obtain for them,
without sacrifice of national rights or interests, the
long-sought and intensely-valued friendship of England.
The object of this paper has been, first, to explain
as clearly as possible the present position of the
controversy; and, secondly, to inquire what ought
to be the course taken by Great Britain as respects
the solution which, or something like, it seems neces-
sary for her either to accept, or to reject without
hope of a final understanding. It is hardly to be
imagined that the proposition for renewed negotia-
tion, which must come from the United States, will
be long delayed. And there is ground,for con-
fident hope that the fairness and moderation which
have marked the recent conduct of the case by the
English Government, aided by the good sense and
enlightened patriotism of the English people as re-